
WAC 296-307-195  What rules apply to grounding and "dead man" 
controls for hand-held portable power tools?  (1) Each hand-held, pow-
er-driven tool must have a "dead man" control, such as a spring-actu-
ated switch, valve, or equivalent device, so that the power will be 
automatically shut off whenever the operator releases the control.

(2) The frames and all exposed, noncurrent-carrying metal parts 
of portable electric machinery, operated at more than fifty volts to 
ground, must be grounded. Other hand-held portable motors driving 
electric tools must be grounded if they operate at more than fifty 
volts to ground. The ground must use a separate ground wire and polar-
ized plug and receptacle.
Exception: Double insulated tools that are designed and used according to the requirements of Article 250-45 of the National Electrical Code (1971 

edition) are exempt from the grounding requirements.

[WSR 97-09-013, recodified as § 296-307-195, filed 4/7/97, effective 
4/7/97. Statutory Authority: RCW 49.17.040, [49.17.]050 and 
[49.17.]060. WSR 96-22-048, § 296-306A-195, filed 10/31/96, effective 
12/1/96.]
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